








username -  sPZblnVS

strata
  Beauty is imperfection. It is not predefined or controlled. It is not 
created overnight, however, embellished through time. It’s a collection of factors/
moments which have complied and cross pollinated. It’s can be embodied in a vi-
sual, sonic or experiential finesse. It’s a sense of uniqueness which makes it distin-
guishable from the rest. Its an imperfection which makes it unexplainable and create 

amoments of awe. 

 Strata takes on the role of embracing the concept of beauty found in 
nature and life. Just as the stratum of a rock depicts its history, strata serves as a 
timeline of life. It’s a vessel that houses these memories as they are created. Each 
layer is a symbolic representation of time passing by and marking the milestones 
reached in life. Over time the dwellers would appreciate the house and discover its 
imperfections leading to their unique lifestyles. 

 The main objective of Strata is to create a deeper connection with nature 
not only with its sourroundings, but with the terrain below the surface. We are 
surrounded by ecosystems of life which have adapted to coexist with its context. 
We as humans have decided to diminish our relationship with earth to create 
synthetic and fragile environments which cannot amount to the complex and 
power of nature. Thus, this project takes on the role of reminding the user of the 
beauty of earth. It’s beautiful qualities which embellishes life and creates mystical 
experiences.

 Strata takes on the form of a stone, as an excavated object. Its sloped 
roof creates a visual and physical continuity of the surrounding landscape. This 
is notable from the East and West direction. The sloping roof also becomes the 
stage for seasonal activities. However, on the North and South, Strata creates an 
experiential relationship with elements below the surface. The sunken plaza serves 
as an esacpe from the surface life to create an intimate and personal experience 
with nature. The facade on the North and South depicts the layering of rock and 
houses the windows that serve as frames for displaying the beauty of life.   

 The interior takes on a unique program organization. Integration with 
nature is key thus every main living space is surrounded by an outdoor area 
extending nature into the house. The checkboard layout allows for flexibility 
and unique circulation spaces. The public spaces are open and free-flow into one 
another while the more private spaces are treated as pods. These pods are enclosed 
spaces using a curved walled language to create a more fluid experience. This 
technique builds anticipation and a sense of arrival. The programs spaces not only 
connect at a horizontal axis, but connect visually and physically in all directions. 
Retaining this close visual proximity encourages interaction and comforting 
emotion

From the beginning Strata is an uncut stone. Its rawness and unique character is 
what emblishes life and through time becomes the polished diamond its dwellers 
have been searching for.  
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