
c o u r t y a r d  b r i c k  h o u s e

A 21st Century house is simple, restrained, sustainable and robust but 
most importantly  embraces the needs and requirements for modern 
family living.

A composition of natural landscape and building form a picturesque 
English countryside scene. The main house becomes the focal point 
within this scene, surrounded by folding and curving ground planes which 
reveal brick structures. While the house has a stately presence, it does not 
detract from the landscape but belongs and enhances through material 
and form.

Locally handmade Hertfordshire brick and terracotta are applied to forms 
inspired by the rural vernacular, firmly rooting the house in the surrounding 
township and place.

Century old passive methods of energy conservation are employed without  
solely relying on the need for recent technological systems. Heavy brick 
walls provide the thermal mass needed to regulate temperature fluctuations, 
cross ventilation cools the spaces in summer and rooms are orientated to 
maximise solar gains. Items such as high performance glazing and heat 
recovery systems can augment the traditional strategy to create a low 
energy 21st Century house.
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s i t e  s t r a t e g y

Site Plan 1:1000@A1

1. Access Road
2. Motor Court
3. Garage/Study
4. Guest Apartment
5. Courtyard House
6.  Spa/Pool House
7. Swimming Pool
8. Lake
9. Lake House
10. Secret Tree House
11. Phase 2 Plots
12.  Out Buildings
13. Re-forested Areas
14. Wild Flower Meadow
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Masterplan

Three plots clustered around the lake are 
outlined should the children  wish to build their 
own house in the future. The plots are sited so 
not to obstruct the view from the main house 
but remain within close proximity.

A number of amenities are located externally 
to the main house to encourage a connection 
to the landscape, capture different views and 
to give a variety of experiences. The garage, 
man cave and guest apartment are sited 
north of the house forming a walled garden 
around the existing cluster of trees. The pool 
house and spa facilities are sited closer to the 
lake, forming a sanctuary away from the main 
house.

The existing lake house is retained and an 
additional  children’s “secret” tree house is 
proposed on the island within the water body. 

Landscape

A simple yet effective landscape strategy is 
employed to repair the land that was once 
scared by the golf course.

Existing forests on the site are extended by 
planting new saplings, shielding the house 
from the public footpath and enhancing the 
framed view towards the lake.

A single indulgent expanse of lawn is retained 
to the south of the main house which leads 
down to the lake. The remaining voids of golf 
course lawn are seeded with wild grass and 
flowers. The reinstated natural landscape 
does not consume as much water as lawn 
and will not  need environmentally damaging 
herbicides. Varied planting and fauna will also 
encourage local wildlife.
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Main House Plan 1:200@A1

1. Motor Court
2. Garage (70 m2)
3. Storage (14 m2)
4. Man Cave (44 m2)
5. Study (16 m2)
6.  Gun Room (12 m2)
7. Terrace
8. Sunken Garden
9. Existing Trees
10. Guest Apartment Entrance
11. Guest Apartment (70 m2)
12.  Main Entrance (34 m2)
13. Cinema (59 m2)
14. Powder Room (9 m2)
15.  Storage (7 m2)
16. Nurse’s Room (25 m2)
17. Wheelchair Friendly Bedroom (46 m2)
18.  Gallery (109 m2)
19. Bedroom(3x32 m2)
20. Family Room (32 m2)
21. Master Bedroom (69 m2)
22. Dressing Room. His (17 m2)
23. Dressing Room. Hers (25 m2)
24. Master Bathroom. His (16 m2)
25. Master Bathroom. Hers (24 m2)
26. Living Room (122 m2)
27. Fire Place
28. Dining Room (32 m2)
29. Kitchen (32 m2)
30. Office (22 m2)
31. Dog House (5 m2)
32. Laundry (9 m2)
33. Mud Room (14 m2)
34. Courtyard
35.  Kitchen Garden
36. Pathway to Sanctuary and Pool

1030 m2 Gross Enclosed Area
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The house is arranged around a series of walled gardens, capturing the best views of the 
site, while retaining a sense of intimacy. The spaces are designed not only for the needs of 
the family at the present but also is flexible enough to accommodate the upcoming stages 
of their lives.

The man cave and study are located adjacent to the garage as a refuge and escape from 
the noise of the main house. On the opposite side of the motor court is the fully equipped 
guest apartment, which allows it to function as a separate entity if needed.

The main house is formed around a courtyard garden with a continuous gallery that wraps 
around this external space. All the functions are arranged on a single flat level which allows 
ease of access, not only for the disabled member of the family but also for the parents in 
their golden years.

The dining and kitchen are combined into a single space as this is where families are most 
likely to gather for a meal on a daily basis. The room spills out to a large terrace and kitchen 
garden which face east to enjoy the morning sun.

The living spaces are located to the south of the building, taking advantage of solar gains 
and panoramic views. Furniture can be arranged to create various zones within the larger 
volume, but the long single space allows the family to enjoy the spectacular 16m wide 
picture window. Two main fireplaces are proposed in opposite corners of the house, one in 
the living room and one in the family room which become the focus of these cosy spaces.

The master bedroom also faces south and the primary view. The bedroom is open to two 
aspects, the courtyard and the landscape. A combination of the house perched on the hill 
and two open aspects gives the bedroom the feeling of a large elevated balcony.

The children’s bedrooms and master bathroom face west towards the more private 
landscape. All bedrooms are equally appointed, with en suite bathrooms and are large 
enough for two single beds or a queen sized bed. As the children grow or return to the 
house as visiting adults, the bedrooms are flexible enough to change with the needs of the 
family.

The wheelchair friendly bedroom is located to the north, adjacent to the nurse’s room for 
easy access. 

f a m i l y  l i v i n g

South Elevation
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Entrance

One arrives to the house 
through a meadow of wild 
flowers and grass. The doors 
open to reveal several layers of 
spaces.  Upon walking through 
the entrance one sees the 
courtyard, the living room and 
finally the  landscape beyond

Sunken Garden

A sunken garden highlights the two existing large trees. The cluster of trees are enveloped by the study/man cave, guest apartment and north facade of the house.
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Section A 1:200@A1

1. Man Cave
2. Entrance Court
3. Entrance
4. Courtyard
5. Gallery
6.  Living Room
7. Terrace
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c o u r t y a r d

views to landscape

views accross
courtyard

Spaces are arranged on a single level as opposed to multiple storeys which often 
disconnects family members from each other. Spaces are visually and physically 
connected across a courtyard, allowing the family to be in close proximity to one 
another but are afforded their own individual space. This generous courtyard 
becomes a valuable additional space for the family, sheltered from the worst of the 
elements . The roof is shaped to allow sunlight into the space and openings brick 
walls give glimpses to the landscape beyond.

Bedroom

Views towards the landscape from the 
bedroom. All the glass doors and timber 
shutters can be opened in good weather, 
blurring the boundaries between interior 
and exterior. 
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p a n o r a m i c  v i e w s  a n d  c o s y  s p a c e s
The brief for large glass windows but cosy spaces can be interpreted as contradictory requirements. However through a 
series of sliding glass doors and timber shutters, spaces can be configured in different manners. Configuration A shows 
the doors and shutters in the open position, allowing a connection to the courtyard and panoramic views to the landscape. 
During good weather the large openings allow for warm summer breezes and the open plan would be perfect for large 
gatherings. 

Configuration B shows the shutters in closed mode, breaking the spaces down into small more cosy volumes. During cold 
weather the timber shutters give a sense of intimacy and trap warm air within the space, reducing energy consumption.

However the family should not be restricted to either configuration A or B, a combination of the two could be used depending 
on their needs at the time. For example one or two of the timber shutters could be opened to frame favourite views of the 
landscape.

Living Room Configuration A

Living Room Configuration B

Configuration A Configuration B

Panoramic View from the Living Room
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s a n c t u a r y

Deliberately sited a short walk from the main house the spa and pool 
provide a secluded retreat away from regular family activity.

An experience shower and sauna provide sensory and light stimulation 
together with a space to unwind and relax. Buried below the ground, 
Light enters through strategic skylights in  the roof, creating a sense 
of wonder, tranquillity and detachment from the open landscape. The 
three spa functions combined form a hydrotherapy circuit which will 
promote wellbeing for the family.

The heated pool can be accessed from the inside during colder 
months, allowing family members to swim from inside to outside. The 
curved infinity edge of the pool embraces the panoramic landscape 
and appears to seamlessly merge with the lake. 

Pool House Plan 1:200@A1

1. Path to Main House
2. Pool Deck
3. Pool
4. Storage (10 m2)
5. Changing Room (14 m2)
6.  Experience Shower (8 m2)
7. Sauna (15 m2)
8. Ramp
9. All Weather Access
10.  Circulation (18 m2)

65 m2 Gross Enclosed Area
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Light and sensory stimulation in the experience shower.
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A 21st Century house is simple, restrained, sustainable 
and robust but most importantly embraces the 
requirements for flexible modern family living. 
 
A House within a landscape 
 
A composition of natural landscape and building form a 
picturesque English countryside scene. The main house 
is surrounded by a folding and curving ground plane. 
While the house has a stately presence, it does not 
detract from the landscape but belongs and enhances 
through material and form. 
 
Locally handmade Hertfordshire brick and terracotta are 
applied to forms inspired by the rural vernacular, firmly 
rooting the house in the surrounding township and place. 
 
Functions are located externally to the main house to 
encourage a connection to the landscape. The garage, 
man cave and guest apartment are sited north of the 
house forming a walled garden around the existing 
cluster of trees.  
 
The pool and spa are sited close to the lake, forming a 
secluded sanctuary. Light enters from above, creating a 
sense of wonder, tranquillity and detachment from the 
open landscape.  
 
The pool can be accessed from inside during colder 
months, allowing one to swim outside to the curved 
infinity pool edge which embraces and merges with the 
panoramic landscape. 

Landscape 
 
Existing forests are extended by planting new saplings, 
shielding the house from the public footpath and 
enhancing the framed view towards the lake. 
 
A single expanse of lawn is retained south of the house. 
The remaining voids of golf course lawn are seeded with 
wild grass and flowers to form a more sustainable and 
wildlife friendly natural landscape. 



A Flexible Plan 
 
The spaces are designed for the present and future 
needs of the family. 
 
Spaces are visually and physically connected across a 
central courtyard, allowing the family to remain in close 
proximity. The single flat level allows easy access for both 
the disabled member of the family and for the parents in 
their golden years.  
 
The dining and kitchen are combined into a single space 
where the family can gather for their daily meals. The 
room opens to an east facing terrace and kitchen garden 
which enjoy the morning sun. 
 
The living spaces are located to the south of the building, 
taking advantage of solar gains and panoramic views 
through a spectacular 16m wide opening. 
 
Spaces are opened or closed by a series of sliding 
shutters and glass doors. In good weather, large 
openings allow a connection to the landscape and 
encourage warm summer breezes. 
 
In colder weather, spaces can be broken into smaller 
cosy volumes, trapping warm air and reducing energy 
costs.   
 
All the children’s bedrooms are equally appointed with en 
suite bathrooms and can accommodate a queen sized 
bed for when the children grow and return to the house 
as adults. 
 
Sustainability 

Century old passive methods of energy conservation are 
employed such as heavy brick walls to regulate 
temperature, cross ventilation to cool spaces in summer 
and orientation to maximise solar gains. High 
performance glazing and heat recovery systems augment 
this strategy to create a low energy 21st Century house. 
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